


How Should We Define 

the Church of God?

First of all, the church is a 

society.



Society…

Merriam Webster Dictionary: 

a voluntary association of individuals for 

common ends; especially: an organized 

group working together or periodically 

meeting because of common interests, 

beliefs, or profession



The Church is also a council.

According to Luke, Peter reminds the 

Council of how God had used him to bring 

the first Gentiles into the fold. 



The Church Operates According to a 

Set of Regulations for Discipline.

• Discipline in the church is not 
punishment. It is discipline and discipline 
is designed to train and restore.

• Church discipline is vital to the purity of 
the local body and its protection from 
moral decay and impure doctrinal 
influences. Why? Because a little leaven 
leavens the entire lump (1 Cor. 5:6-7).



The Church is also a Community. 

• a unified body of individuals: as a : state, 
commonwealth b : the people with 
common interests living in a particular 
area; broadly : the area itself <the 
problems of a large community

• “They continued steadfastedly in the 
Apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. “ 
(Acts 2:42)

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/state
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commonwealth
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community


The Church is also an Organism. 

The apostle Paul wrote to the church at Rome: 

• "So in Christ we who are many form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others" 
(Romans 12:5).

• To the church at Corinth he wrote: "For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit into one body" (1 
Corinthians 12:13).

In these and many other passages Scripture likens 
the church to a living human body. Obviously it 
conceives of the church as a spiritual organism.



The Church also an Organization

It was the practice of the apostles to form 

an ecclesiastical organization wherever 

there was a group of believers.



With the infilling of the Holy Ghost, the 

church was given a status far above 

that of a mere institution  or 

organization.



Early Church Government

 According to Genesis 50:7 there were 

“elders of Egypt” and according to 

Numbers 22:7 there were elders of 

Moab and Midian. 

 So there is nothing unique or unusual 

about having elders in positions of 

authority.

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Genesis 50.7
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Numbers 22.7


The Early Church Officers were chosen from 

among its membership 

• Apostles – first overseers of the church.  Preached 
the gospel (Matt 28:19-20) Governed the Church. 

 Was a major role  in the worship and spiritual 
practices of the church.

• Presbyters/epikopos/poimen – Appointed by 
overseers to pastor people (preaching ,ruling) 

 To shepherd the flock -

• Deacons (not clergy)  - Took care of the spiritual and 
material needs of the church. 

 At first the Apostles did this.



Almost all early societies 

or religious communities 

were guided in some way by elders. 

 According to Genesis 50:7 there were 

“elders of Egypt” and according to Numbers 

22:7 there were elders of Moab and Midian. 

 So there is nothing unique or unusual about 

having elders in positions of authority.

http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Genesis 50.7
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Numbers 22.7
http://bible.logos.com/passage/esv/Numbers 22.7


(See Diagram of Early Church Officers)

• The church plants through the apostles.

• The apostles oversee the assembly until qualified pastors can 
be appointed as shepherding overseers.  Pastors have direct 
intimate oversight.

• In Acts 13:1, "Now there were in the church at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers!"

• The five fold gifts of the ministry are to enable God's people to 
do the work of the ministry. This is extremely important as we 
draw closer to the return of Jesus for His Bride the Church!

• Eph.4:13  gives us the operational time-frame  (the following is 
paraphrased)

• ..until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. 



Current Leadership Chart

(See first slide of Organization Chart)



Board of Bishops’ Five Year Vision and 

Mission Statements

VISION STATEMENT

Within five years our leadership will exemplify a 
strong commitment to assist and achieve change in 
the Body of Christ, which will also result in 
increased local and national membership within 
THAT United International. (Ephesians 4:11,12)

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to help the United Congregations 
reach their maturity in faith in God and achieve the 
mastery of their vocation; so that they can execute 
with excellence the work of the ministry.  
(Ephesians 4:13-16)



READ:   

A Resolution from the Board of Bishops 

Leadership Succession Planning



The Plan (Based on the Board’s Five 

Year Mission Statement)



The Board’s Course of Action



Graphic Explanation of the True 

Holiness

The end.


