
An Overview of the 

Church  Organization 



God Established Leadership 
Structure for His People 
of All Ages



Every society, for its own safeguard 
and prosperity, needs a well-ordered 
and recognized leadership.



Structured  leadership is actually 
seen in every civilization and even 
among barbarous peoples.



Since God is not the author of confusion, but of 

peace, His Word is much in favor of a responsible 

leadership…especially among his own redeemed 

people.



Some people are misguided and uninformed 
about the purpose of organization for the 
church.  

They argue that any form of official 
government for a church is unnecessary and 
even dangerous to the spiritual work of the 
church.



However, a wise church will make sure that the 

structure of the organization is carefully 

chosen to represent what God intended for the 

church to accomplish.



When the Lord Jesus Christ established the early 
church, He taught them the necessity of order in 
the church.  

 He appointed Judas Iscariot as treasurer, 

 He taught James, John, and Peter how to establish 
and maintain a central organization for the local 
churches, and 

 He used words that described his hierarchical 
position to the church (Ephesians 5:23, Hebrews 8:1)



At one point in its history, 

 True Holiness was a loosely organized association 
of churches that grew in evangelistic ministry.  

 But it was not organized to expand its churches 
outreach ministry in education, healthcare, and 
major business ventures. 



Why?



The reason is that this association of churches 

did not  have a legally binding charter  that 

states that it can lawfully buy or sell property in 

that group’s name.   



Sometimes the larger business community will 

not recognize a loosely organized association, 

if it does not have a state charter and a 

nonprofit status granted by the Internal 

Revenue Service.  



On November 6, 1997, 
The True Holiness association of congregations made a 

covenant to formally organize and incorporate its 

central association and to name it True Holiness 

Assemblies of Truth Inc (which  was later amended to 

True Holiness Assemblies of Truth United International 

Inc). 



On January 10, 1998. 
True Holiness Assemblies of Truth United 

International was granted its incorporation in the state 

of Ohio.



This central (or parent) organization is the 

voice of the united congregations.  

What does that mean?



It unites all its congregations, national and 
international ministries, and subsidiaries 
for a more effective work. 

In other words, THAT United 
International is a networking of 
congregations and ministries in several 
states.  

We are an organized assembly in 
the Body of Christ.



Is There a Hierarchy in the 
Church of God?



Yes!
God established a leadership 

structure for His people in 

all eras.



In the Patriarchal Era
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

God Directed Leadership Abraham - Involving an ethnic group 

and leaders from that group, getting 

revelations from God.



Patriarchal to Pre-Kingdom Era
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

Tribal to National Moses - God established 

concept of influential leader 

with spiritual authority to direct 

the nation.



Pre-Kingdom to Kingdom
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

Federation to Kingdom Samuel – A dispersed 
geographical/tribal society is 
moved toward a centralized, 
unified national entity directed 
by one major leader – a king.



Kingdom to Post-Kingdom
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

Babylonian Captivity God – God dismantles the 

kingdom structure.



Post-Kingdom to Pre-Church
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

The Great Divide Jesus – He reestablished 
God-directed leadership – the 
concept of the Kingdom of God. 
An institutional church form 
which can move into any culture 
on earth.



Pre-Church to Church
Excerpt table from Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Haggai leadership commentary, copyrighted 2001

Transition Key Figures/Results

Universal Invitation Peter, Paul – to the Jews & 
Gentiles

Leadership is decentralized, 
available to any people on earth.



Is There a Hierarchy in the 
Church of God?  Yes!

Eph 4:10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all 

heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

Eph 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 

evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

Eph 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ: 

Eph 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness

of Christ: 
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Is There a Hierarchy in the 
Church of God?  Yes!
Eph 4:14 That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
[and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 

Eph 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in 
all things, which is the head, [even] Christ: 

Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto 
the edifying of itself in love. 
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Hierarchy from the  Jerusalem; “Ministry of the 

Church”
James, Leader of 

Jerusalem Church 

Community

Church in Nymphia’s 

House (Colo. 4:15)

Church in Chloe’s 

House (1 Cor. 1:11)
Church in AntiochChurch in Lydia’s  

House (Acts 16:14-15)

Church in 

Corinthians
Church in 

Ephesus

Church in Galatia Various House 

Churches in 

Jerusalem

1st Church 

Council (Acts 15; 

Gal 2:11)
Pastors, Evangelists,. 

Overseers: Paul, 

Barnabas, Silas, 

Timothy

Apostles, 

Prophets 

(Act 11:28), 

Teachers 

(Acts 18:26)

The 7  men that 

“waited tables” in 

Acts (Deacons)

Assistants/ 

Helpers 
(I Cor.12:28)

Administrators
(I Cor.12:28)

Chart by Bishop Dr. Pamela A. Smith, August 31, 2011



Elders are not given the right to 

rule and lead because they are 

superior to the rest of the 

congregation, but…



…because the congregation has seen in 
them the maturity and character traits they 
need to follow. (Matthew 20:25-28)

Chart by Bishop Dr. Pamela A. Smith, August 31, 2011

• Teachers (Exodus 17:2-6)
• Oversee Regulations (Joshua 

20:1-4)
• Administer Justice
• Court of Appeals (Deut. 25:2-10)
• Rule & Lead (1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 

13:7-17)
• Superintend, Guard & Oversee 

(IPet. 5:2; Heb. 121:15)
• Counselors (Leviticus 19:32)
• Pastors, Shepherds (Act 20: 28)
• Stewards (Titus 1:7; Heb. 13:17)

Leadership

From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and 
compacted… 

JESUS CHRIST
(The Head)

The 
Church

ELDERS

THE BODY OF 
CHRIST



More examples of New Testament 
Eldership Hierarchy

Act 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the 
church. 

Act 20:18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, 
from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I 
have been with you at all seasons, 

Act 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and 
temptations, this befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 

Act 20:20 [And] how I kept back nothing that was profitable [unto you], 
but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from 
house to house, 

Act 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Example of New Testament 
Eldership Hierarchy continued
Act 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. 

Act 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing 
the flock. 

Act 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 

Act 20:31 Therefore watch, and remember that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn every one night 
and day with tears.
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Chart of New Testament Eldership Hierarchy
Chart by Bishop Dr. Pamela A. Smith, August 31, 2011

Apostle Paul Acknowledged 
Elders as the Church Leaders

(Acts 20:17:31)

[And] how I kept back nothing 

that was profitable [unto you], 

but have shewed you, and have 

taught you publickly, and from 

house to house,

Take heed therefore unto 

yourselves, and to all the flock, 

over the which the Holy Ghost hath 

made you overseers to feed the 

church of God … 

… after my departing shall 

grievous wolves enter in among 

you, not sparing the flock. Also of 

your own selves shall men arise, 

speaking perverse things, to draw 

away disciples after them.

JESUS CHRIST
(The Head)

Subordinate 

Leadership

The 
Church

Elders of Ephesus

CHURCHES IN 
EPHESUS

APOSTLE 
PAULSenior 

Elder


